management of these affairs, and that she was supposed to be an efficient person, and capable of managing the institution in a manner which should do justice both to the committee and probationers or nurses, and also to the families patronising the private nursing staff. Unfortunately, however, matrons are often appointed through influence, and not strictly on their merits; they often, too, get commended by a committee for keeping the housekeeping expenses down. If the housekeeping did always depend on the matron, I fancy affairs would sometimes be in a sorry plight. I was once connected with an institution where I have repeatedly seen the matron sit down and write her orders, entirely at the dictation of the cook, both as to quality and quantity of goods, and the cook always arranged the bill of fare ; the formality of submitting it to the matron for approval was gone through, but it was a mere form. If Dr. Bostock's allegations are well founded, i t is to be hoped that the matter will be thoroughly investigated ; but it is often difficult to get to the bottom of these things, for members of the staff, although they may be in a position to throw much light on the subject, refrain from doing so for various reasons; and others, who have left the institution, may be miles away and know nothing about any inquiry which may be pending. MENIAL 
